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DIRECTION FOR DYEING WORKSHOP

We will have at least 2 dyepots: one for animal fibers, the
other for vegetable fibers. If you would like to dye, bring yarn
ready for dyeing (see below) for either or both dye pots.

Prepare the skeins as follows:
1) Using your warping board either wind a warp if the yarn 1is
going to be a warp, or make a skein out of it. (For the sake of
simplicity will call it a skein from now on, but a warp will have
to be treated the same way).
2) Tie-down the skein in several places, by forming a figure 8
around the yarn; this will prevent the yarn from tangling in the
dye pot. Make sure that the figure 8's are loose, otherwise they
may act as a resist; it is preferable for the yarn used in the
figure 8's to be of a different kind than the yarn itself, so
that they will not dye and will be easier to remove after the
dyeing. (Synthetic yarns are ideal as they do not dye very well
with dyes used for natural fibers).
3)WASH THE YARN BEFORE YOU GET TO THE WORKSHOP!!!!1l!! If you
don't, the yarn may not dye or it may dye unevenly or it may
bleed later. I wash my cotton in washing soda and my wool in
dish washing liquid.

It is possible to measure the dye and the yarn very
carefully so that the color obtained is perfectly reproducible;
but I don't do that! (that's too much like work!). Also, in our
case we wouldn't be able to do that since we don't know how many
people will be coming and how much yarn will be dyed in each dye
pot; each dyepot can hold approximately a pound of yarn and I
havesnsed it for up to a1 apd 1/2 1bs.

The dye that I use for wool and silk requires heat and I dye
outside on a grill; the dye that L use for cotton is a cold water
¢ye and I get it in town.

You are welcomed to bring other dyes and dye pots, but if
they require heat we'll need another source of heat as my grill
can only hold one dye pot. (I NEVER DYE IN THE KITCHEN, I think
it is too dangerous). If you bring natural dyes, please bring
non-toxic mordants, as my cats have access to the area where I
dye and even a small amount of lead, for example, 1is dangerous to
small creatures.

Hope to see you Saturday!
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1502 SHEFFIELD DR.
JACKSON, MS 39211
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